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Dear Delegates,

On behalf of the VSAMUN Secretariat and ourselves, we are delighted to have you in the
Historical Security Council. Notoriously one of the most complex and interesting
committees within the world of MUN, the HSC is undoubtedly for delegates of the
highest calibre. We are Matthew Wang, a grade 11 student at Victoria Shanghai Academy,
and Serena Ng, a year 12 student at Renaissance College Hong Kong, and it is a pleasure
to welcome you to VSAMUN’s Historical Security Council.

The Historical Security Council is an advanced committee, a historical version of the
Security Council that debates past situations and conflicts. The HSC advocates peace and
security, with minor changes to delegations and debate, and rules of procedure highly
similar to the SC. A principal organ of the United Nations, the Historical Security
Council has key objectives of maintaining global peace and world security. Member
states must ensure no actions are taken to destabilise and threaten the status quo and
humanitarian responsibilities of the United Nations. We expect all delegates, regardless of
their background, delegation, or experience, to undertake the research and preparation
necessary for proper debate, and strictly follow their nation's foreign and diplomatic
policy during the conference. We highly encourage delegates to solve disputes of any
nature in the spirit of mutual compromise, as this is a committee dedicated to the
prevention and elimination of war and its horrors.

Should you have any questions in preparation for this conference, please do not hesitate
to contact us.

With that being said, we wish you the best of luck and hope to see you soon.

Best Regards,
Matthew Wang (ps20241147@student.vsa.edu.hk)

Serena Ng (ngs10@rchk.edu.hk)

mailto:ps20241147@student.vsa.edu.hk
mailto:ngs10@rchk.edu.hk


HISTORICAL SECURITY COUNCIL - VSAMUN XI

Rules of Procedure: Key Points

The Historical Security Council follows a procedure highly similar to the Security

Council. That said, here are key parts of the RoP that may differ from

beginner/intermediate committees.

1. P5 Countries

In HSC, the five P5 (“permanent five”) countries include the Soviet Union, China, the

United States, the United Kingdom, and France. In the United Nations, these countries

are never excluded from the Security Council, while the other members rotate, and so,

therefore, are impermanent. The P5 countries have veto power, whereby they may veto a

vote, nullifying the majority opinion to block a clause from passing. The chairs have

ultimate authority over whether the P5 nations may exercise their veto power, however,

will not interfere unless the decision is deemed inappropriate or unreasonable.

2. Cutoff Date

As the name suggests, the cutoff date is a date by which all events after the date are

considered to not have happened yet. Delegates may not refer to any events after the

cutoff date

3. Clause-by-clause debate

As the HSC is an advanced committee, tackling complex issues, with equally complex

solutions, all resolutions are debated on a clause-by-clause basis. There will therefore be

one main submitter for each clause, and the house will vote on each clause separately,

rather than the entire resolution.

4. Speech Length

As usual, opening speeches (one minute, 15 second grace period) will be presented at the

beginning of the conference to establish the general position of each delegation. Main

submitter speeches last 1 minute 30 seconds, with all other speeches at a standard 1

minute.

Cutoff Date: February 15, 1989
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Introduction

Following the Soviet foreign intervention on December 24, 1979, the Soviet-Afghan War

spiralled into a 10-year conflict. It went on to be the climax of the Cold War, a primary

cause of the dissolution of the USSR, and the turning point of the international political

balance. With the withdrawal of the Soviet Union, a civil war is about to erupt. Thus, it is

important to discuss the aftermath on a local and international scale, in vying to restore

global security.

Key Terms

Term Definition

Communism A Marxist ideology where communal control and public
ownership replaces private property, profit-based economies,
and capitalism.

Proxy war A form of war where majorly influential nations indirectly
engage in war through providing support to smaller, less
influential nations on either side of the conflict.

Cold War A post-World War II war waged between the United States and
Soviet Union, alongside their respective allies. The war was
carried out on political, economic, and propaganda fronts, with
limited military intervention (“Cold War | Summary, Causes,
History, & Facts | Britannica”).

Eastern bloc and
western bloc

The two blocs are the coalitions of nations during the Cold War.
The Eastern bloc, formed in the 1955 Warsaw Pact, includes
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary and Poland,
as of 1989 (“Milestones: 1989–1992 - Office of the Historian”).
Meanwhile, the Western bloc includes the NATO nations:
Belgium, Canada, Prague, Copenhagen, France, West Germany,
Greece, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom and the United States.
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From 1978 to 1991, the central Afghan government was aligned
with the Eastern bloc.

Satellite states A country under significant political, military and economic
influence of another country.

Brezhnev doctrine Implemented in 1968 by the USSR party chief, Lenoid
Brezhnev, this doctrine legitimised foreign intervention on the
basis of aiding threatened communist governments in the Soviet
Union’s satellite states.

Mujahideen A loosely organised, guerilla group formed during the Afghan
war that resisted Soviet intervention. Ideologically, they support
religious fundamentalism (see below) and opposed the Marxist
PDPA, which would eventually be overthrown.

Religious
fundamentalism

The practice of religious leaders sharing their religious ideals in
Islamic schools and mosques. Prevalent in Central Asia,
religious fundamentalism was a threat to Soviet rule.

Background information

Internal conflict within Afghanistan first prominently surfaced in 1978, when tension

began to brew between anti-communist Islamic guerillas and the Afghan communist

government. The conflict first began in April of 1978, when left-wing military officers,

led by Nur Mohammad Taraki, overthrew the former centrist Afghan government. After

the overthrow, power was divided between the People’s Party (Khalq), and the Banner

Party (Parcham), both Marxist-Leninist political groups, separate branches of the

People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan.

The new government was, and is, not popular among the Afghan population. Since the

coup, the Afghan government pushed to eliminate domestic opposition and launch
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movements for land and social reforms, decisions highly resented by Muslim and largely

anti-communist population. In response, there were anti-government attacks from

religious groups

Meanwhile, the government was highly dependent on Soviet assistance to maintain

power, which undermined their moral authority.

The Soviet-Afghan War first began in December of 1979, following the Soviet invasion

of Afghanistan. Soviet troops provided military and other forms of support to the Afghan

communist government to counter the anti-communist Muslim guerillas, which continued

to grow in power with the United States’ support. Following the invasion, there have

been significant clashes between the Christian/atheist Soviet troops and the Muslim

mujahideen. During the conflict, there was a significant displacement of Afghans into

neighbouring regions, including Pakistan, which also served as a route for Saudi Arabia

to transport arms to the mujahideen.

As the war continued, the guerilla tactics of the mujahideen began to pay off, costing the

Soviet Union greatly, both in public relations, financial losses, and manpower, gradually

leading to the diminishing of Soviet influence in the region. Following the Geneva Peace

Accords, the Soviet Union, United States, Pakistan, and Afghanistan agreed to withdraw

troops. By February 15 1989 (cutoff date), the Soviet withdrawal has formally

completed, and Afghanistan is now nonaligned.

The most prominent conflict in this war is between the Soviet Union, supporting the

communist Afghan government, and the United States, supporting the mujahideen

alongside Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and several other powers. Key clashes in this conflict
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fall to the maintenance of civilian safety and dealing with influx of immigrants, the

religious and cultural tolerance in the aftermath of the immigration, the redefinition of the

Afghan government following the respective withdrawals.

Results of the Soviet Afghan War:

- Firstly, the ten year intervention severely strained the USSR economy. Billions of

dollars were spent, as well as tens of thousands of lives.

- On an international scale, the USSR was condemned by 104 nations, significantly

isolating the USSR diplomatically.

- Tensions are developing between supporters for the USSR and president

Najibullah, and the Mujahideen. Since the Mujahideen was only united to confront

the USSR as a common threat, the coalition was tenuous. Now, it is splintered in 7

major factions differing in religious and cultural beliefs. There is also the uprising

of the ultra-conservative, Taliban regime.

Timeline

Date Event

1978 Due to Afghanistan sharing a border with the Soviet Union,
Afghan officers were trained by the USSR to seize power in
Afghanistan. They succeeded in 1978 and established the
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan.

December 1978 The Amin government signed a treaty with the USSR
requesting Soviet intervention in the suppression of the
Mujahideen. Since then, the USSR has sent armaments and
military advisors to the Afghan military. This is a key date
that saw a drastic increase in Soviet influence.

Mid-1979 The president of the United States, Carter, signed an
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executive order for the CIA to conduct Operation Cyclone.
This marked the supply and funding of anti-aircraft missiles,
to support the mujahideen.

June 1979 There was an agreement to reduce strategic launchers, signed
by Brezhnev and Carter in the SALT II treaty (Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks).

December 1979 In one year, the USSR invaded Afghanistan, since they
feared the General-Secretary of the PDPA, Hafizullah Amin,
to ally Afghanistan with the U.S. This intervention was
justified by the Brezhnev doctrine. Soviet forces killed
Hafizullah Amin and controlled the highways and the cities
in Afghanistan. However, with no clear objective, the USSR
doubled their military actions, bombed rural areas, and the
foreign intervention escalated into a 10-year war.

January 1980 - The U.S. withdrew from the SALT II treaty (Strategic
Arms Limitation Talks) after discovering a Soviet
combat brigade in Cuba.

- At the same time, in Kabul, attacks against Soviet
troops multiplied. The Soviet Army stopped patrolling
the city the next year due to the sheer number of
soldiers targeted by terrorism.

April 1988 - The Geneva Accords were negotiated between
Afghanistan and Pakistan, supported by the USSR and
the U.S. The two countries recognised each other’s
territory and agreed to not interfere. Pakistan also
agreed to allow Afghan refugees to return. As for the
United States, there was an agreement to stop funding
the Mujahideen. The United Nations oversaw this,
timetabled and monitored Soviet withdrawal from
Afghanistan.

- However, this treaty was not recognised by
Mujahideen factions, who continued in internal
struggles

15 February 1989 The Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan is now complete.
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Key Clashes

While developing resolutions and further steps in regards to the building conflict, as

mentioned previously, there are several key issues delegates must consider to achieve

long-term peace and security.

1) Civilian safety + immigration

The Soviet-Afghan War was largely a humanitarian crisis. With six million

immigrants to Iran and Pakistan (as shown in the image below), this crisis

deteriorated with the Soviet intervention, making Afghanistan the most significant

refugee-producing nation. Additionally, civilian insecurity was omnipresent, with

the USSR continuously bombing rural areas, as these were where the Mujahideen

still had control. Civilian casualties have been estimated to be at least 500,000

(“Afghanistan: Soviet Invasion and Civil War | Mass Atrocity Endings”).

Further reading: Human rights watch on the humanitarian aspect of the

Soviet-Afghan War

https://www.hrw.org/reports/1991/afghanistan/1AFGHAN.htm
https://www.hrw.org/reports/1991/afghanistan/1AFGHAN.htm
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(THE DATA TEAM)

2) Religious/cultural tolerance in the aftermath of immigration

3) Redefinition of Afghan government

During the Soviet-Afghan War, the Afghan communist government garnered

support from the Soviet Union, both militarily and strategically. As a result,

following the withdrawal of the Soviet troops in accordance with the Geneva

Peace Accords, Afghanistan will need assistance and realistic plans to redevelop a

government that is publicly accepted and recognised. Prior to the war, the uprising

of the new Afghan communist government was not received positively due to its

reforms and attempts to eliminate domestic opposition. As such, it is vital to

construct a detailed, specific plan to redefine a new Afghan government to ensure

long-term peace and stability in the region. To do so, delegates should also

consider the risk of a coup d’etat, general dissatisfaction, and the maintenance of

international relations in the long run.

Guiding Questions

1. What are the implications of the Soviet-Afghan War on global security? What are

the criteria for global security?

2. How must the international community placate the political instability in

Afghanistan?

3. How must the international community respond to the humanitarian crisis in

Afghanistan?
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